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tfaat "viralent dirorder, the small- 
fox," or any other disorder that 
would have prevented yoa from iin- 
bruing yoor hands id the biood of 
yonr fellow creatures ! Until socb 
a system be abolished by the bless- 
ing of a speedy and permanent 
peace, I think the small-pox a bless- 
ing instead of a grievance. 
I am. Gentlemen, 
Your hamble Servant, 

A Bigot. 
Pebruary 15, 1814. 



Tt iht frtfridtri of the Stlfait Maganbu. 

THERE are many in this world, 
who live as if the present was 
to be their only state of existence, 
and who, in spending the short time 
allotted to them here, suppose them- 
selves completely fulfilling the end 
for which they were designed. They 
are, in general, so taken up with 
their favourite schemes and pursuits 
as to leave but very little time in- 
deed for serious reflection upon their 
more momentous, their eternal con- 
cerns. When their leisure permits 
them to indjtilge a thought upon their 
everlastiDg: welfare, it generally 
leaves them more averse to any spe- 
culations upon it, than it found them. 
Many indeed, by intense application 
to their worldly concerns, in a great 
measure obliterate, if not totally e- 
rase the finer feelings of their nature, 
and become completely callous and 
insensible to any enlarged or gene- 
roas emotions. These from their 
nature being directly opposite to 
their predominant passion, and their 
impossibility of being reconciled or 
rendered subservient to it, ar6 care- 
fully hushed and extinguished, and 
every thing tending to rouse or ex- 
cite them studiously avoided. Their 
conduct proceeds from the implicit 
obedieoce which they yield to the 
ilictatesofthis passioa, % which at 



the same time they are .<!Ooth<jd into 
the belief, that happiness cannot 
possibly be obtained without the 
most abject submission to its de- 
mands. Happiness has always been 
an object of the most diligent search 
amongst mankind, and though in- 
variably the same, yet we find many 
very different courses taken by its vo- 
taries to secure it ; whilst but a very 
few indeed are able to become its 
real possessors. 

The many different means em- 
ployed to obtain happiness, may be 
attributed to the Very different spe- 
cies of genius and ambition possess- 
ed by those who seek after it, whilst 
but a very few indeed, if any of 
these means are at all calculated to 
procncethe desired end. The schemes 
which are adopted by mankind for 
securing happiness, appear at first 
sight so excellently adapted for that 
purpose, as not to require any scru- 
I'inous examination, their superiority 
being evident from their very ap- 
pearance. Thus, the raiser seems 
to the superficial observer to have 
really obtained what is- the object 
of his search, by the gratification 
which he displays whilst counting 
his long hoarded riches. In the 
same manner the conduct of the 
cruel and ambitious tyrant would 
persuade us that real happiness can- 
not possibly be found without abso- 
lute power, or without the exercise 
of the most unlimited aiid unjust au- 
thority. Others again both by pre- 
cept and example, would enforce 
the necessity of having their name 
immortalized, in some way or other, 
before they could in justice lay any 
claim to the possession of happinessi 
Of the different classes of mankind 
who are perpetually seekirig after 
happiness, there are few more nu- 
merous or more despicably miser- 
able, than those who place too great 
a value upon riches. ' Wealth, when 
proper!^ obtained and possessed by 
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those who are captd>!« of placing a 
just vaiue upon it, is undoubtedly a 
blessing ; but, on the contrary, when 
considered as belonging to an avari* 
cious n)iser, lo!>es much of its exceU 
ience, and instead of a blessing, be- 
comes a curse to its possessor. The 
miser may say what he pleases to 
prove the pleasure he enjoys fr«n 
beholding his increasing hoards, and 
the inconceivable gratification he re- 
ceives by daily couftting over his 
useless trash, minutely observing its 
recent, though perhaps unjust aug- 
mentation ; but, alas ! it is to be 
feared, his arguments would prove 
very defective and unconclusive, es- 
pecially to those, who are not actu- 
ated by his selfish motives. The 
pleasure he enjoys is unworthy of a 
rational creature, and all the grati- 
fication he is capable of tasting, is 
deeply embittered by selfishneiis. 
Whatever pleasure he may derive 
from his insatiable thirst after riches, 
is more than balanced by his in- 
quietude and apprehensions with re- 
gard to them. He. promises himssif 
much gratification when he shall 
have acquired these riches, but upon 
their acquisition be finds himself as 
little satisfied as before. 

There are many, the greatest vo- 
taries of this:vice,. who, in other re- 
spects appear to the world as pat- 
terns of perfection, and the greatest 
ornanientsto the reKgioo which they 
profess. ,1 must, however, observe, 
that in striving to reconcile their 
conduct to religion, they only egre- 
piously deceive themselves, over- 
looking many of its most excellent 
precepts. They entirely forget that 
money is the root -of all evil, and 
pay very little or so attention at all, 
ta the divine injunction, cuwinand' 
ing them not; to lay up treasures 
Mpon earth where tnotb and ruit 
doth corrupt, and where thieves 
break through and steal ; . but. .on 
tde contrary, in open violation uf it. 



they continue their forbidden con- 
duct. In abort, their practices are 
no where encouraged in those Scrip- 
tures which they profess to believe 
and obey, and by thus foolishly de- 
ceiving themselves, they are only 
treasuring to themselves wroth, a- 
gainst the day of wroth. They are, 
however, 1 think, sufficiently punish- 
ed in this life for ttieir unwarrant- 
able behaviour, by having every 
sympathetic feeling of humanity e- 
rased from their hearts, which, in 
time, become seared and proof a- 
gainst every sientiment of commise- 
rdtiou. This abominable vice by 
degrees gets such an influence over 
them, as to render them deaf to e- 
very thing but its demands. Even 
those of its votaries, who may have 
had hearts capable of being touched 
by the. misfortunes of others, be- 
come at last, by indulging in this 
unworthy passion, so hardened, that 
even the calamities an J distresses of 
their nearest friends fail to create in 
them any emotions uf sympathy, 
and natural aii'ection seems to have 
given place to one. of the worst 
vices that can possibly take posses- 
sion of tt^e heart of man. They are 
likewise complete strangers to that 
enjoyment which the benevolent feel, 
whilst performing humane or gene« 
rous actions, and all the associations 
of ideas they are able, to connect 
with a charitable orlnimane act, are 
only expressive of its vast .expence. 
It may be remarked, that the ge- 
nerality of those who place. 'their 
supreme delight in the accuioulatiori 
of riches, are- not blest with uaconi- 
mon mental endowments ; hence it 
is, that we so often see the greatest 
blockheads must successful in mer- 
cenary pursuits ; whilst they always 
have vanity enough to attribute their 
prciisperity to their auperior abilities. 
But this, as a generalrule, is liableao 
many exceptions. iMdependent uf 
religion, true happiness canitot poa- 
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sibly be formed in this sublunary 
scene ; and, no matter wtiat we may 
do, i» persuade ourselves that we are 
actually happy, from the consider- 
ation of our worldly prosperity, or 
from having obtained that desidera- 
tum, which, when we at first set out, 
was our invariable object ; without 
religion, it will all, in the end, prove 
aa idle dream ; and we will then per- 
ceive, but alas ! ton late, that onr 
time has been miserably mispent. 

It may easily be judged, how 
much happier we should feel, when 
upon our death-bed, by being able to 
take the cheering retrospect of a 
Well spent life, calling to mind with 
pleasure, the good which we- may 
have been enabled to do. The 
thoughts of it would certainly leave 
us impressed with a more just hope 
of eternal glory, as the teconi pence 
of our conduct ; whilst we wuuld 
hnve it in our power to depart from 
this world in peace, not troubled 
with those melancholy refleciions 
which are too generally the coiico- 
uiitaatsof a death- bed repentance. 
Metullus. 
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ANNUAL REPOBT PSOM THE COMMIT- 
TEE CONDUCTING THE DUBLIN 
■WEEKtY- AND DAILY SCHOOLS, HELD 
AT THE D.UBUN. EKEE SCHOOL- 
HOUSB, IN SCHOOL-STREET, NOV. 

20,. 1813: JOHN DAVID l.\ touche, 

ESa. IN THE CHAIIb 

TN retracing the progress of the 
Institution diiiii>i> tlie past year, 
tlie Committee reel happy in report- 
ing, not only its pro.'penty and suc- 
ce$s> but also the prospect that the 
Schools will be instrumental in fur- 
thering the diffuiiiou of education 
and knowledge, wore widely through 
our native land; an object which 
has ever excited the warmest feeling 



in the minds of the Governors of 
this Institution. 

The attendance in the Daily 
Schools has continued to luanitest 
how highly the lower classes in the 
neighbourhood valae the instruction 
thus afforded ; and the progress of 
the scholars has fully answered the 
expectations of the Committee, while 
the habits of good order and regu- 
larity which have been given to the 
young mind, have, in some recent 
instances, qualihed the children for 
the respectable discharge of the du- 
ties they have undertaken on leaving 
the School, and gives the pleasing 
prospect of their continuing, useful 
members of society. 

To aay mind which duly e.sti- 
mates the influence which female 
manners and principles have, in the 
lowest as well as in the more exalt- 
ed ranks of society, and rightly con- 
siders how the varied circumstances 
of domestic life give a correspond-i 
ing colouring to the human charaG< 
ter; toany who can justly feel, what 
ant inestimable treasure to a pooi 
man's family, a prudent, attentive 
and affectionate wife, a tender and 
judicious mother, must ever prove, 
it will afford pleasure to bear that 
the Female Daily School encreases 
in usefuUiesa, and has already proved 
its value by the good conduct of the 
children, who iiave, withio the last 
year, left the school, some of them 
to -superintend or organize other 
schools, and thosspread more widely 
the blessings which they have receiv- 
ed in the institution. On which sub- 
ject the tbilowiiig satisfactory tes- 
timonials have been rectivei! : 

1st, From one of the governesses 
of the Clontarf Female School, 27tfa 
October, 1813, staling, thai she had 
every reason to be pleased with the 
whole of the conduct of one of the 
female scholars sent them, and tiiai 
her attention to the school wait very 



